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1 A student is investigating the resistance of a lamp filament.

The circuit is shown in Fig. 3.1.
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Fig. 3.1

(a) The student places a sliding contact C on the resistance wire at a distance d  = 0.200 m from
point A. He measures the current I in the circuit and the p.d. V across the lamp L.

He repeats the procedure using values for d of 0.400 m, 0.600 m and 0.800 m. The readings
are shown in Table 3.1.

(i) Calculate the resistance R of the lamp filament for each set of readings. Use the equation

I
R =  V . [2]

(ii) Complete the column headings in the table. [1]

Table 3.1

d  / V / I / R /
appearance of 
lamp filament

0.200 1.6 1.00 very bright

0.400 1.3 0.86 bright

0.600 1.0 0.74 dim

0.800 0.8 0.66 does not glow
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(b) The student notices that the lamp does not glow when he takes the final set of readings. He
thinks that the filament has broken.

State whether the student is correct and give a reason for your answer.

statement  ..................................................................................................................................

reason  .......................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
[1]

(c) A student suggests that the resistance R of the lamp filament should be constant.

Suggest, referring to the observations, a reason why the resistance R may not be constant in
this experiment.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [2]

(d) (i) Name an electrical component that could be used, instead of the resistance wire AB and
sliding contact, to vary the current I.

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

(ii) Draw a diagram of the circuit including this component instead of the resistance wire and
sliding contact.

[2]

[Total: 9]
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2 Some students are investigating the relationship between potential difference and current for a 
resistor. They are using the circuit shown in Fig. 1.1.
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Fig. 1.1

The crocodile clip is connected at various positions on the slide wire, and the current and potential 
difference for the resistor are measured.

(a) The readings of potential difference V and current I for various positions of the crocodile clip
are shown in Table 1.1.

Draw arrows on Figs. 1.2 and 1.3 to show the meter readings for the values of V and I in the
first row of the table.

Fig. 1.2 Fig. 1.3

[2]
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Table 1.1

V / V I / A

0.4 0.08

0.8 0.17

1.2 0.25

1.6 0.34

2.0 0.41

(b)  Plot a graph of V / V (y-axis) against I / A (x-axis). Start both axes at the origin (0,0).

0
0

[4]

(c) (i) Determine the gradient G of the graph. Show clearly on the graph how you obtained the
necessary information.

 =  ...........................................................G [1]
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(ii) The resistance value R of the resistor is numerically equal to G.

Give a value for R, to a suitable number of significant figures for this experiment. Include
the unit.

R =  ...........................................................[2] 

(d) A student suggests that potential difference and current for this resistor should be proportional.

State whether your graph supports this suggestion. Justify your statement by reference to
your graph.

statement  ..................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

justification  ................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
[2]

(e) The students notice that the slide wire becomes very hot during the experiment.

Suggest a change to the apparatus or procedure that might prevent this.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

[Total: 12]
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3 The IGCSE class is investigating the resistance of a lamp filament.

The circuit is shown in Fig. 4.1.
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Fig. 4.1

(a) A student connects the sliding contact S to point X in the circuit. She measures the potential
difference V across the lamp and the current I in the circuit. The meters are shown in Fig. 4.2.
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Fig. 4.2

(i) Write down the readings shown on the meters in Fig. 4.2.

 =  ....................................................V

I =  .................................................... 
[2]

I
(ii) Calculate the resistance R of the lamp filament using the equation R = V.

 =  ...............................................R  [2]
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(b) The student repeats the steps in (a) with the sliding contact S at point Y and then at point Z.

Comment on the effect, if any, on the brightness of the lamp that you would expect to see
when the sliding contact is moved from X to Y to Z.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

(c) The student moves the sliding contact S back to point X.

Suggest one practical reason why the new meter readings might be slightly different from
those shown in Fig. 4.2.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................................[1]

(d) Another student carries out the experiment using a different lamp. He takes readings using
various lengths of resistance wire in the circuit. He plots a graph of V / V against I / A. 

Fig. 4.3 is a sketch of the graph.

V / V

I / A
0

0

Fig. 4.3

State whether the graph shows that the resistance increases, decreases or remains constant 
as the current increases. Justify your conclusion by reference to the graph.

The resistance ............................................... .

justification  ................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
[2]

[Total: 8]
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4 The IGCSE class is investigating the current in copper wires.

Each student has a selection of wires and a range of apparatus that could be used, listed below.

30 cm ruler

ammeter

electrical leads

electromagnet

electronic balance

lamp

metre rule

12 V fixed-voltage power supply

switch

tape measure

variable resistor (rheostat)

voltmeter

(a) From the list, choose the most suitable device to measure the length of approximately 20 m of
copper wire.

 .............................................................................................................................................. [1]

(b) (i) Draw a circuit diagram to show the circuit that you would set up to measure the current in
a sample of copper wire. The current is to be measured for a range of potential differences 
that must also be measured. Draw the symbol for a resistor to represent the sample of 
copper wire.

[3]

(ii) A student replaces the copper wire with a lamp. She switches on the circuit but the lamp
does not glow.

Suggest how she can check that the lamp filament is not broken by using the circuit, and
without removing the lamp.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .......................................................................................................................................[1]
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(iii) State whether a 0 – 300 V voltmeter is suitable for measuring a potential difference in the
circuit you have drawn in part (b)(i). Give a reason for your answer.

statement  ..........................................................................................................................

reason  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................
[1]

[Total: 6]
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5 The IGCSE class is determining the resistance of a fixed resistor in a circuit.

The circuit is shown in Fig. 3.1.
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Fig. 3.1

(a) A student places the sliding contact on the resistance wire at a distance d = 10.0 cm
from point A. He measures the current I in the circuit and the p.d. V across the resistor
R. He repeats the procedure using d values of 30.0 cm, 50.0 cm, 70.0 cm and 90.0 cm.

The readings are shown in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1

V / V I / A

10.0 1.7 1.13

30.0 1.3 0.87

50.0 1.0 0.67

70.0 0.8 0.53

90.0 0.7 0.47

(i) Complete the column headings in the table.
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(ii) Plot a graph of V / V (y-axis) against I / A (x-axis). You do not need to include the
origin (0, 0) on your graph.

[5]

(iii) Determine the gradient G of the graph. Show clearly on the graph how you obtained
the necessary information.

 =  .................................................G  [3]

(b) The gradient G of the graph is numerically equal to the resistance R of the resistor R.

Write a value for the resistance R  to a suitable number of significant figures for this
experiment.

=  .................................................R  [2]

 [Total: 10]
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